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Welcome
Recognize Guests
New Members
Approval of Minutes
KARI HARRIS,  MD, MCH COUNCIL CHAIR



Recognize New Chair:
Kari Harris, MD
MEL HUDELSON,  KS CHAPTER AMERICAN ACADEMY

OF PEDIATRICS

(MCH COUNCIL CONVENER)



Action Alerts: Group 
Presentations
▪ PERINATAL/INFANT
▪ WOMAN/MATERNAL
▪ CHILD 
▪ ADOLESCENT
▪ SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS



Behavioral Health 
Spotlight: Maternal & 
Pediatric Investments
KELSEE TORREZ,  KDHE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

CONSULTANT

W ITH PARTNERS



Kansas Connecting 
Communities (KCC) Grant
KELSEE TORREZ,  KDHE

SHANE HUDSON,  CKF ADDICTION TREATMENT

REBECCA ADAMSON,  CRAWFORD COUNTY HEALTH DEPT.



Kansas Connecting Communities

A collaborative initiative to 
improve the mental health 
and well-being of pregnant 
and postpartum women.

Focus on increasing perinatal 
women’s access to screening, 
assessment, and treatment 
for maternal depression, 
anxiety, and substance use.



Kansas Connecting Communities
5-year grant (October 2018 – September 2023)

Years 1-3 focusing in SEKS; Years 4-5 will expand statewide



Kansas Connecting Communities

• Goals focused on increasing capacity and improving 
behavioral health screening and services:

1. Develop and disseminate trainings and integration 
toolkits

2. Utilize telehealth and community mental health 
resources

3. Develop linkages and care coordination across 
providers using IRIS

4. Provide services through telehealth and local providers
5. Build resources for peer-to-peer support in local 

communities 



Upcoming Trainings/Activities

Kansas Connecting Communities Regional Training Event
Learn the fundamentals of SBIRT for perinatal mental health and substance use.  
The training will focus on building SBIRT screening skills.

March 5, 2020 – Chanute, KS from 9:00 – 4:00

Behavioral Health 101 
Learn more about public health’s role in behavioral health during this session at 
the 2020 Governor’s Public Health Conference

April 1st and 2nd – Wichita, KS

Kansas Connecting Communities Project ECHO Series 
A web-based learning collaborative focusing on perinatal mental health and 
substance use. 

April 8, 15, 22, and 29 from 12:00 – 1:00

SBIRT Online Learning Collaborative
Christina Boyd will facilitate online SBIRT skills-based learning sessions aimed at 
building knowledge, increasing capacity, and optimizing care

More information coming soon!



Kansas Connecting Communities

KCC Consultation Line & Telehealth Services

Shane Hudson, MS, LCP, LCAC
President & CEO
CKF Addiction Treatment

KCC, A Local Perspective

Rebecca Adamson, APRN-C, FNP, DrPH(c)
Crawford County Health Officer/Health Department Director
Crawford County Health Department



KSKidsMAP to Mental 
Wellness (KidsMAP) Grant
KARI HARRIS,  MD AND CARI SCHMIDT,  PHD

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS,  SCHOOL OF MEDICINE – W ICHITA

KELSEE TORREZ,  KDHE



A collaborative initiative to promote behavioral 
health integration into pediatric primary care by 
supporting pediatric mental health care 
telehealth access programs.

4-year grant; started July 1, 2019

Workforce 
Development

• Educate and empower pediatric primary care clinicians to treat 
and care for children and adolescents who present with 
behavioral health conditions.

• Connect pediatric primary care clinicians with a network of 
peers and expert specialists to support clinical decision-making.

“Warm Line” 
Consultation & 

Referral

• Provide a direct channel for pediatric primary care clinicians to 
immediately access tele-psychiatric consultation and referral 
services for specialty care and community or behavioral health 
resources from a pediatric mental health care team.

Telehealth 
Services 

• Provide new avenues for access to care through telehealth 
services, especially for rural and underserved communities.

KSKidsMAP
to Mental 
Wellness



REACH Institute Training
Patient-Centered Mental Health in Pediatric Primary Care (PPP) Mini-Fellowship Program 
• 15-hour in-person training focusing on building skills and confidence in diagnosing and treating pediatric 

behavioral health conditions

• 6-month case-based distance-learning program to learn more to manage pediatric mental health issues in 
daily practice

• 34 practitioners participated in the November 2018 cohort; 22 are participating in the September cohort



KSKidsMAP to Mental Wellness

KSKidsMAP Historical Overview
Kari Harris, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

Consultation Line
Polly Freeman, LBSW, MSW
KSKidsMAP Care Coordinator

Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO)
Nicole Klaus, Ph.D.
Board Certified Child & Adolescent Psychologist

Telehealth Services
Rachel Brown, M.D.
Board Certified Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist

KSKidsMAP Project Evaluation
Amanda Aguila, MA
KSKidsMAP Project Manager/Evaluator

KSKidsMAP Provider Enrollment
Polly Freeman, LBSW, MSW
KSKidsMAP Care Coordinator



Thank you!
Kelsee Torrez

Behavioral Health Consultant

KDHE, Bureau of Family Health

785-296-1327

Kelsee.D.Torrez@ks.gov



Lunch & Networking



Recognize Past Chair: 
Dennis Cooley, MD
MEL HUDELSON,  KS CHAPTER AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

PEDIATRICS

(MCH COUNCIL CONVENER)



Domain Group Work
D ISCUSS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS & PLAN FOR RESPONSE



Domain Group Assignments

STAFF SUPPORT BY DOMAIN GROUP

Women/Maternal + Perinatal/Infant: 
Kelli Mark & Stephanie Wolf

Child: Elisa Nehrbass & Brooke Sisson

Adolescent: Kelsee Torrez & Kayzy Bigler



Ground Rules
1. Stay present (phones on silent/vibrate, limit side conversations).

2. Invite everyone into the conversation. Take turns talking.

3. ALL feedback is valid. There are no right or wrong answers. 

4. Value and respect different perspectives (providers, families, agencies, 
etc.)

5. Be relevant. Stay on topic. 

6. Allow facilitator to move through priority topics.

7. Avoid repeating previous remarks.

8. Disagree with ideas, not people.  Build on each other’s ideas.

9. Capture “side” topics and concerns; set aside for discussion and resolution 
at a later time.

10. Reach closure on each item and summarize conclusions or action steps. 



Small Group Reports
W/M + P/I ,  CHILD, ADOLESCENT



Small Group Reports

Share Domain Group Discussion Highlights:

1. What are members seeing now in their communities 
related to behavioral health and mental wellness? 

2. What key roles and commitments were identified 
related to contributing to and gaining from projects?  
What did members commit to do now?

Organizationally?  Individually?  Community?

3. Are there any priority gaps remaining?



Immunizations: Support 
Needed to Protect Public 
Health Gains
PHIL GRIFFIN,  D IRECTOR,  BUREAU OF D ISEASE CONTROL

AND PREVENTION,  KDHE



Announcements



PRAMS Disability & Opioid 
Supplements
BRANDI MARKERT,  KDHE BUREAU OF EPIDEMIOLOGY & 
PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATICS



Next Meeting Date
APRIL 8, 2020

TITLE V MCH NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
RESULTS & STATE PLANNING



Closing Remarks
KARI HARRIS,  MD, CHAIR


